In a Platonic universe, all order is seen as imposed on natural things by a divine agent, who has to cope with a substrate that in itself is disordered and chaotic. This Platonic view entails a number of specifi c problems, to which Plato does not seem to offer a straightforward answer. Present-day scholarship is still divided concerning crucial points of the doctrine, and this hesitation about Plato's view of a divine creator and the substrate of his operation existed already in ancient times. Aristotle rejected this view straightforwardly, and, generally speaking, the later ancient tradition favoured Aristotle's hylemorphism over against the Platonic account.
I. Plato's Timaeus
The basic idea of Plato's cosmology is that any kind of order is brought about by an immaterial, intellectual operation that leads the universe. In the tenth book of the Laws, which is Plato's main treatise (if that term may be used) on theology, Plato subtly modifi es the scope of the famous --debate that occupied the previous generation of philosophers and sophists. He claims that the cosmos cannot be explained on the basis of merely physical principles, i.e., material principles that are inherent in nature, but rather that all existing things are brought about by an order that is imposed on them by soul-and thus, the essential characteristic of nature is this order or law:
is .
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In the Timaeus this central idea is elaborated in detail, with an important extra element, namely that the intelligent design is here confronted with a counterpart that has an important infl uence on the operation of the demiurge. At Tim. 47 e-48 a, after a discussion of the demiurge's intervention to create the universe, the world soul, the gods, time and the planets, and living beings, Timaeus introduces a new element. The world, he says, is not just the result of the intellect's operations. It has come about by a combination of (necessity) and intellect ( ):
Now in all but a brief part of the discourse I have just completed I have presented what has been crafted by Intellect. But I need to match this account by providing a comparable one concerning the things that have come about by Necessity. For this ordered world is of mixed birth: it is the offspring of a union of Necessity and Intellect. Intellect prevailed over Necessity by persuading it to direct most of the things that come to be toward what is best, and the result of this subjugation of Necessity to wise persuasion was the initial formation of this universe. So if I'm to tell the story of how it really came to be in this way, I'd also have to introduce the character of the Straying Cause-how it is its nature to set things adrift. .
